Quarry Research for Chen


There are 3 quarries in Naperville:

1.The little quarry, west of the Carillon, was also known, modernly, as Netzley’s

        Pond or Quarry, for  a recent owner.

2. Centennial Beach, on the north side of the DuPage River, sometimes called   ‘big quarry’.

3.The paddleboat lake, just west of Eagle Street, also sometimes called the ‘little quarry’ [1]

George Martin I appears to have started or been involved with all local quarrying [2], apparently starting with the foundations of Century House, which was built by George Martin I in 1833 (destroyed 1958).  Supposedly this stone was quarried on the site of Centennial Park [3].  I question this because the river was moved to accommodate the quarry that became Centennial Beach.  However, a small quarry on part of the site is possible.

By 1856 two quarries were operating, as well as extensive sand beds. [4]

Little Quarry –west of the Carillon

The Naperville Stone Company, a joint venture of Ernst Von Oven and his nephew B.B. Boecker, Sr., started quarrying the ‘little quarry’ in the spring of 1884.  This may have been owned earlier by Selfisberg.  The company ceased its operations sometime in the ‘latter years of the century’ after the death in a quarrying accident of Arnold Boecker, son of B.B. Boecker, in 1896.  B.B.B. Jr. said his father lost interest in the operation, also saying “Then, too, competition became very keen with the company that developed the large quarry.” [5].  In 1904, Naperville Stone Company leased the ‘little quarry’ to the Chicago firm of Dolese & Shepard, which was operating the ‘big quarry’ (now Centennial Beach). [6] This quarry was later sold to Goetsch, and later to Bud Netzley. [7]

Big Quarry –now Centennial Beach

Apparently this land was originally owned by Joseph Naper, who sold it to George Martin I (died 1841).  In 1889 George Martin II or his estate sold it to the Chicago & Naperville Stone Co. (GII died 1889).  In the 1930’s it was bought by a group of 33 residents and turned into Centennial Beach, opening in 1932.  (Naperville’s Centennial was in 1931)  A portion of this quarry was dammed off from Centennial Beach in 1935. [8].

The Bath House is made of stone quarried on the spot, as well as stone from the Main Street Bridge. [9] To develop this quarry, the river was moved –see below.

Paddleboat Lake 

The 1874 DuPage Atlas shows J. Solfisberg (also spelled Salfisberg or Selfisberg elsewhere) as the owner of this quarry, with G. Martin owning a quarry just west of it, but other sources indicate Solfisberg may have been leasing from G. Martin II. [10]  

It is possible the modern lake is a combination of 2 quarries, joined sometime between 1874 and 1900.  More research needs to be done on this.

The 1882 History of DuPage County lists the quarries as being owned by Jacob Solfisberg, Melchior Brown, and Harry Norbury. [11] The big and little quarries were shut down, at least in part, because of water seepage problems. [12]

As to the kind of limestone found here, the 1882 History of DuPage County describes it as ‘magnesian limestone’ and ‘equal in durability, if not superior, to any in the country,’ with an annual production of 500-600 cords per year.  ‘Magnesian limestone’ probably refers to dolomite consisting of magnesium carbonate instead of the more common calcium carbonate.  Sugar Run limestone is a magnesium carbonate dolomite. [13] We do not know if the local stone is Sugar Run or not.  There is also a claim that Lockport produced a much better limestone and that some buildings claimed to be Naperville stone were actually built from Lockport stone. [14]

Some of the stone must have been burned, as George Martin had limekilns.  He and Von Oven had the Martin and Von Oven Brick and Tile Company, located on what is now West Street south of Aurora Avenue.  Martin also owned gravel pits, whose location was not given in any sources. [15]

The foundation of the Martin Mitchell Mansion (now part of Naper Settlement) and of the Von Oven mansion (now the rectory of St. John’s Episcopal on Aurora Ave.) are both of the local stone, as is the old Nichols library building (N. Washington St.) [16].  The Joseph Naper store building at 216-218 S. Main Street is assumed to be Lemont limestone, as it presumably predates the local quarries [17], although Century House predates it and had a foundation of local stone.  The stone building referred to at Jackson and Eagle is not the current one, but the previous one, which started out as a brewery, became an auto agency, and eventually went to the city and became the Park District. [18] 

Dams on the DuPage River

The dam at Mill Street, shown in the 1874 DuPage Atlas, was at least the second dam in that area.  A previous dam was taken out by the great flood of 1857, as depicted in one of Les Schrader’s paintings.  This flood also took out the bridge at Main Street.  The dam was removed when the quarrying began at ‘big quarry’ (Centennial Beach).  By comparing the 1874 map to a modern one, it appears the river was diverted to the southern edge of the millpond, which may have been the original channel.

There was a dam to the north, located about 300 yards south of the Burlington railroad line, creating Burlington Park.  The lake thus formed was used for boating and swimming.  This was what was known as a ‘railroad park,’ with people from other parts of the area, such as Chicago, coming by rail, possibly on special excursion trains.  Such parks were common around the early part of the 20th century. [19]

There was another dam in what is now McDowell Grove Forest Preserve, further north.    

Mills on the DuPage River

The original settlement, led by Joseph Naper, included a sawmill and gristmill at the foot of Mill Street.  The woodwork for Century House, built 1833, came from this mill [20].  The sawmill was torn down in 1840. (One source says the sawmill was erected 1835 [21])  The 1874 map shows a flourmill on this site, which had two runs of stone for grinding.

Bailey Hobson had a gristmill further south (about one mile) on the DuPage River, just north of modern Hobson Road.  His millstones are on display in Pioneer Park (Washington Street between Gartner and Hobson).

Bibliography for research to date:

· 1874 Atlas of DuPage County
· 1857 History of DuPage County
· 1882 History of DuPage County
· 1913 Historical Encyclopedia if Illinois & History of DuPage County
· 1886 Holland’s Business Directory for Naperville
· A View from the Skylines, by Genevieve Towsley

· Oral history by Virgil Miller, 1979 (family of Henry Miller, the stone carver)

· Grace Fry

· Newspaper articles from file on Centennial Beach

· Walking tour brochure –Downtown

· Geology Underfoot in Illinois

*All but last at Naper Settlement.  Geology book in library of Susan Degges, available at Barnes & Noble.

*The best modern map I’ve found for the quarries is the Downtown Naperville Shopping Directory.

*Grace Fry has lived in the Naperville area for many years.  Her husband was from one of the early families.  She is an excellent source for Naperville history.
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